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CHASDEI SHILO

The Mitzvah of Tzedaka is named after tzedek,
justice, which leads to the conclusion that it is an
obligation according to Halacha. Why? The needy
individual did not wotk for me and I did not harm
him? One would think that the mitzvah be called
“Chesed” — meaning it’s not a requirement of
Halacha, but rather an act of good will.

The answer is that each of us has a responsibility
and obligation to help others. When the right
hand is wounded — the left hand cannot rest and
say T am fine’. In the same way, Am Yisrael is all
one entity — so when my neighbor is lacking, I
too am hurt and therefore | must assist him.

How do we support a neighbor? “And you shall
lend him sufficient for his needs, which he

is lacking” (Devatim 15, 8). Each person has
different needs and we must try fulfill them and
ease their hardship.

“Chasdei Shilo”, Baruch Hashem, supports the
residents of the neighbothood with dedication
and loyalty. It is an obligation and a significant
Mitzvah for each one to contribute to the

extent of his ability to the needy families in our
neighborhood, via Chasdei Shilo.

-Harav Dovid Bagno
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www.chasdeishilo.com




In 2008 Ramat Shilo was still under
construction with the first families moving in.
It was unrecognizable compared to its
appearance today. Ein Gedi was a dirt road and
there was no access to the Merkaz. There was
no Miskan Shilo, no Ohev Yisroel, no park for
the kids and Lev HaTorah was a shell of a
building. But a spirit of optimism regarding the
future pervaded the air. The anticipation of a
new community filled everyone with
excitement. Well....not everyone.

Some people could not focus on the excitement
of being part of a developing community. Their
main concern was earning enough money to
buy food for their families. Over the next few
years, dozens of people came forward to request
a helping hand to get them over a financial
hump or out of a tight situation. Some of those
individuals approached Rav Binyamin
Flintenstein who, in turn, quickly founded
Chasdei Shilo and asked the other Rabbanim of
the community to join. Seeing the needs of the
community grow, the leaders of the community
including Rav Dovid Bagno, Rav
Flintenstein, Rav Yehoshua Gerzi, Rav
Chaggai Goldschmidt, Rav Avraham
Jacobowitz, Rav Benjy Kwalwasser, Rav
Mamman, Rav Boaz Mori, and Rav Moshe
Mula started to pull together resources to help
those people in need. They envisioned a
community of members who may daven in
different shuls, but would unite to perform
Chessed as a singular entity. It would comprise
Sefardim, Ashkenazim, Chasidim, Olim and
native Israelis of every stripe and color. Later
on, Rav Gil Damari, Rav Meir Abuchatzeira.
Rav Meir Dahan, and Rav Shai Danino
joined the Chasdei Shilo team as well. This
unity is the heart and soul of the community
and the shared vision of the rabbinic leadership.
Requests for help came and continue to come
from every type of Jew and from every Shul.
Chasdei Shilo takes care of all the families in
need in Ramat Shilo, and does so as a united
community effort. Chasdei Shilo was set up to
leverage other professional organizations to

maximize resources for the local community.
To this day, 97% of all money collected goes
directly to those that need it and not to
overhead. The staff consists of volunteers who
are trying to make a difference and enhance our

community. The needs of the community have
continued to expand, and our neighbors need
everyone’s participation.
Each A I j
family is ‘\\ / \‘ ’ ’
unique and . .
requires

the utmost

sensitivity

and care to

ensure that

its

members’ dignity and respect are preserved.
Accordingly, we will refrain from mentioning
particular details. However, we can mention that
the cases include: single parenthood, job loss,
sickness, and coverage for chaggim among
many others. Chasdei Shilo helps with financial
budgeting, therapy, legal support and mentoring
to help break the cycle of poverty. Currently
there are around 30 families that are being
assisted with that number neatly 3 times what it
was 10 years ago.

We would like to thank those who have donated
their time and money over the years to help
make this project a success and would like to
ask newcomers to the community to take time
to familiarize yourself with Chasdei Shilo and
participate with regular donations to ensure that
we can continue to help those in need.
We would like to bless each of you that you
should always find yourselves on the side of
giving!

How can I help?

Simply visit www.chasdeishilo.com
and donations can be made in either
USD or NIS for either a one time
donation or a Horaat Kevah.
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How can I help?
Simply visit
www.chasdeishilo.com
and donations can be
made in either USD or
NIS for either a one
time donation or a
Horaat Kevah.




